'No More ASCII' Firefox Add-on

23 November 2015 : automation, tools, unicode

Many of my clients have a multi-national (and multi-lingual) user base, and their software
receives input from a range of devices, not just those configured to UK or US locales. The sites
may also need to process and publish content that is ‘non-ASCII’.

So when I'm quickly testing a website or web application, | need to investigate how they
handle inputs from a multitude of locales, quickly.

That's why | created the No More ASCII, a Firefox Add-on (https://addons.mozilla.org/addon/no-more-

ascii-text-inserter/), it has a set of stock text strings from a range of languages and scripts. These
have been chosen for their widespread use around the world, as well as their ability to high-
light deficiencies in many web-sites. For example these features of the scripts can cause
problems for ASCII/poor-Unicode implementations:

* Right To Left text - Hebrew
e Diacritics - Swedish
¢ Non-Roman - Mandarin, Hindi etc.

The text strings may not make ‘sense’ as some are partial sentences or Monty Python quotes.
They are aimed to have a selection of characters that may not be well encoded by your soft-
ware.
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l No More ASCII > Chinese (Mandarin) Simplified: "FEIS2HESTEE'

Chinese (Mandarin) Traditional: 'F6F 2404HR T S

Hebrew: D'noIo¥2 AN9N v nomn

Hindi (Devanagari): "84 T @1 1TRd 3R AfUeR] & [q9g T SHeld Wawal 3%
Korean: 'lH ZH3EIZE= ZHE IS X L'

Russian: 'MoE cyaHO Ha BO3AYLUHON NOAYLLKE NOAHO yrpei’
Spanish: ';De donde eres?'
Swedish: 'Vad var det fér ord — var det langt eller kort'

About. (Investigating Software)

Here is an example of a web site ( The Telegraph (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/search/?
ryText=%E2%80%8F%D7%94%D7%A8%D7%97%D7%A4%D7%AA+%D7%A9%D7%9C%D7%99 +
%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%90%D7%94 +
%D7%91%D7%A6%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%97%D7%99%D7%9D%E2%80%8E&sort=relevant) ) that
doesn’t handle a Hebrew query of their articles very well:
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Or take a look at the Firefox website. Queries for Mandarin Chinese characters return ‘No
results found.” But a search for Hindi script, returns ‘Search is temporarily unavailable’. That
looks like an issue i might want to investigate...
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Search Unavailable

Search is temporarily unavailable. Please try again in a few minutes.

The free add-on is available to download (https://addons.mozilla.org/firefox/addon/no-more-ascii-text-
inserter/) now, and | hope to expand the list of languages/scripts available. Requests are

welcome. Credit goes to Wi ia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page) and Omniglot (http://
www.omniglot.com/) for the text used.
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